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Gathering of leaders at Asia summit 
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President Trump and Russian leader Vladimir Putin wave for a group photo at the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation summit in Danang, Vietnam, on Friday. The White House said the two would not have a formal 
meeting during the summit, but a Putin spokesman seemed to leave the possibility open. Story, A8 


Moore does not rule out that he dated teen girls 


Senate candidate says he 
doesn’t remember, calls 
misconduct claim false 


BY MICHAEL SCHERER 
AND DAVID WEIGEL 


Alabama Senate candidate Roy 
Moore declined Friday to rule out 
that he may have dated girls in 
their late teens when he was in his 
30s, though he said he did not 
remember any such encounters 
and described such behavior as 
inappropriate. 

“Tf I did, I’m not going to dis- 
pute these things, but I don’t re- 
member anything like that,” 
Moore said on Sean Hannity’s ra- 
dio program, when asked whether 


he had dated 17- or 18-year-old 
girls at the time. 

In the same interview, Moore 
denied outright the claim of Leigh 
Corfman that he had initiated sex- 
ual encounters with her when she 
was 14. “I don’t know Ms. Corfman 
from anybody,” he said. “The alle- 
gations of sexual misconduct with 
her are completely false.” 

Moore’s comments came as 
GOP leaders scrambled Friday to 
limit the political damage from 
the allegations. Two Republican 
senators — Steve Daines (Mont.) 
and Mike Lee (Utah) — withdrew 
their endorsements of Moore after 
his interview with Hannity. 

“Having read the detailed de- 
scription of the incidents, as well 
as the response from Judge Moore 
and his campaign, I can no longer 
endorse his candidacy for the US 
Senate,” Lee wrote in a tweet. 
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Several women said Roy Moore 
asked them out when they were 
teenagers and he was in his 30s. 


In a tweet, Daines was more 
succinct: “I am pulling my en- 
dorsement and support for Roy 
Moore for U.S. Senate.” 

Earlier in the day, the National 


Rep. Comstock rebukes Moore 
He “should not serve” in the Senate, 
the Virginia Republican says. C4 


Republican Senatorial Committee 
pulled out of a joint committee it 
had set up with Moore, depriving 
him of a fundraising vehicle for 
the final weeks of the campaign. 
At the same time, current and 
former national party leaders ad- 
mitted that they have little power 
to force Moore from the race. The 
special election is Dec. 12. 

The comments came a day after 
The Washington Post published a 
story in which a woman said 
Moore had initiated a sexual en- 
counter with her in 1979, when she 
was 14 and he was 32. Three other 
women said he had asked or taken 
them on dates when they were 
teenagers. None of those three 
women say Moore forced them 
into any sort of relationship or 
sexual contact. 

In the interview with Hannity, 

MOORE CONTINUED ON A4 


U.S. soldier in 
Niger may have 


been executed 


BODY WAS FOUND TIED UP, VILLAGERS SAY 


Minister: Mission wasn’t supposed to be overnight 


BY SUDARSAN RAGHAVAN 


NIAMEY, NIGER — The body of 
Sgt. La David Johnson, one of four 
US. soldiers killed in an ambush 
by Islamist militants in Niger last 
month, was found with his arms 
tied and a gaping wound at the 
back of his head, according to two 
villagers, suggesting that he may 
have been captured and then exe- 
cuted. 

Adamou Boubacar, a 23-year- 
old farmer and trader, said some 
children tending cattle found the 
remains of the soldier Oct. 6, two 
days after the attack outside the 
remote Niger village of Tongo Ton- 
go, which also left five Nigerien 
soldiers dead. The children noti- 
fied him. 

When Boubacar went to the lo- 


cation, a bushy area roughly a mile 
from the ambush site, he saw 
Johnson’s body lying face down, 
he said. The back of his head had 
been smashed by something, pos- 
sibly a bullet, said Boubacar. The 
soldier’s wrists were bound with 
rope, he said, raising the possibili- 
ty that the militants — whom the 
Pentagon suspects were affiliated 
with the Islamic State — seized 
Johnson during the firefight and 
held him captive. 

The villagers’ accounts come as 
the Niger operation is under in- 
tense scrutiny in the United 
States, with lawmakers expressing 
concern that they have received 
insufficient or conflicting infor- 
mation about what happened. The 
Pentagon is conducting an investi- 

NIGER CONTINUED ON A7 


EPA heeds industry 
over its own staffers 


Under Pruitt, agency has 
reexamined its analyses 
at businesses’ behest 


BY JULIET EILPERIN 
AND BRADY DENNIS 


When the Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency this week proposed 
repealing tighter emissions stan- 
dards for a type of freight trucks, it 
cited research conducted by Ten- 
nessee Tech University but under- 
written by the biggest truck manu- 
facturer challenging the rule. 

Fitzgerald Glider Kits — which 
makes new truck bodies, called 
gliders, that house refurbished en- 


gines — had questioned both the 
legality and data underpinning the 
Obama-era rule. Its products 
would have been required to meet 
the tougher pollution standards 
starting in January. 

The company’s recent petition 
to the EPA included a letter signed 
by Tennessee Tech’s president and 
the head of the school’s Center for 
Intelligent Mobility, soon to be 
housed in a new facility built by 
Fitzgerald. EPA Administrator 
Scott Pruitt, who two months earli- 
er had met with company officials, 
quickly agreed their arguments 
had merit. 

SCIENCE CONTINUED ON A10 


197 more questions 
Democrats ask for another hearing 
for Homeland Security nominee. A2 


A fissure at the top becomes 
latest issue to roil the NFL 


BY KENT BABB 
AND MARK MASKE 


In March 2013, during the Na- 
tional Football League’s annual 
meeting, Dallas Cowboys owner 
Jerry Jones abruptly cleared the 
room at the 
Arizona Bilt- 
more hotel. 
Something had 
been bothering 
Jones for more 
than a year, 
and most team 
executives and 


contract extension to remain NFL 
commissioner. The five-year, in- 
centive-heavy deal wasn’t just a 
reward for Goodell’s role in a 
collective bargaining agreement 
owners viewed as a win. It was a 
windfall that would pay Goodell 
more than $176 
million in sala- 
ry and bonuses 
between 2011 
and 2015 as 
league revenue 
surged to 
$14 billion an- 
nually, its fran- 


league office NFL Commissioner Roger chise owners 
representa- Goodell, left, is being challenged grew far richer 
tives were sent by Cowboys owner Jerry Jones. and the NFL 
out; only became one of 
teams’ principal owners and the world’s most powerful 
highest-ranking personnel were brands. 


asked to stay. 

“I love Roger,’ Jones began, 
according to multiple individuals 
who remained in the meeting 
room. He was referring to Roger 
Goodell, the savvy NFL lifer who 
14 months earlier had signed a 


But Jones was unhappy — in 
part because the three-owner 
compensation committee, which 
did not include Jones, had ap- 
proved the deal without much 
input from the league’s other 

GOODELL CONTINUED ON A10 


A house of worship, or of radicalism? 


Belgium tries to wrest control of Brussels’s largest mosque from Saudi-influenced imams 


The interior of the Grand Mosque of Brussels, Belgium’s largest mosque. Belgian officials 
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want to break the 99-year, rent-free lease that gives Saudi Arabia control of it. 


BY MICHAEL BIRNBAUM 
AND SOUAD MEKHENNET 


BRUSSELS — The Grand Mosque of Brussels 
is Belgium’s biggest and oldest site of 
Muslim worship. Officials in Belgium say it 
is also a hotbed for Saudi-backed Islamist 
extremism. 

Now the Parliament wants the country’s 
leaders to take over the sprawling complex 
that is just steps from the gleaming core of 
the European Union. It is the latest attempt 
to tighten security after radicalized Belgians 
emerged at the heart of terrorist attacks in 
Paris and Brussels in the past three years. 

The sudden move against the mosque 
underscores the challenge for Western Euro- 
pean leaders seeking to embrace what they 
call a “European Islam” that endorses plural- 
istic values. For too long, many officials say, 
they have stood by as imams preaching the 
ultraconservative interpretation of Islam 
favored by clerics in Saudi Arabia and 
Qatar have worked among their popula- 
tions, encouraging frustrated descendants 
of North African immigrants to wall them- 
selves off from mainstream society. 

But the crackdown on the mosque puts 


MOSQUE CONTINUED ON A16 
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<< His preparatory school 
How Washington’s Duke 
Ellington School of the Arts 
helped shape comedian Dave 
Chappelle’s comedy career. 
Magazine 

Dichotomy and diversity 
Eugene, Ore. — a.k.a. “Track 
Town, USA” — offers a 
diverse culture that moves 
in mysteriously harmonious 
ways. Travel 


ANDRE CHUNG FOR THE WASHINGTON POST 


«< Classic — and timely 
“Mudbound” is a sprawling 
historical drama set in the 
South that touches on 
violence, racism and poverty. 
The film, and its director Dee 
Rees, are of the moment. 
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REAL ESTATE 

On the home front, 

vets turn to VA loans 
The program for veterans to 

buy houses is one of the most 
affordable ways to purchase a 
home. But what about red tape? 


METRO 

Cookies and career skills 
at a Georgetown bakery 
It’s not just culinary lessons: 

Dog Tag Inc.’s development course 
trains veterans for the civilian 
business world. B4 
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